Future time (explanations)

1. Prediction

· Will
Will is used to make predictions. It is often preceded by / think or by opinion words like perhaps. A time expression is also necessary.
/ think it'll rain tomorrow. Perhaps she'll be late. 
In speech, will is contracted to 'll. 

· Going to
Going to is also used for predictions. It is especially common when we can see the cause of the event.
Look out! There's a bus coming! It's going to hit us!
I can see you're going to have a baby. When is it due?
You're going to fall! 

Going to is also common in impersonal statements.
Liverpool are going to win the Cup.
But will can also be used for most examples like this, with no change of meaning.
· Future continuous
The future continuous is used to describe a situation in progress at a particular time in the future.
This time next week I expect I'll be living in London. And I'll probably be cycling to work.
· Future perfect
The future perfect looks back from a point in the future.
By the time we get there, the film will have started.
It refers to indefinite time up to that point. This means that when we get to the future point we can say:
The film has started.
2. Intention

· Going to
Going to is used to describe a present intention or plan. This is something we have already 

decided to do.
I'm going to fix the television tomorrow.
· Will
Will is used for instant decisions made at the time of speaking. 

/ know, I'll get him a wallet for his birthday.

3. Fixed arrangements and timetables

· Present continuous
The present continuous is used to describe definite, fixed arrangements.
Sorry, I can't help you, I'm leaving in the morning.
The arrangements are often social arrangements or appointments and may be
written in a diary.
· Present simple
The present simple is used to describe future events which are based on a 
timetable, programme or calendar.
My train leaves at 11. 30 tomorrow morning.
4. When, until, as soon as

After the time expressions when, until and as soon as a present tense form is
used, although this refers to future time.
I'll wait for you here until you get back.
The present perfect is often used in cases like this to emphasize the completion of an event.
/'// wait here until you have finished.

Verbs: future review
What will the weather be like tomorrow?

In English there is no one special tense to talk about the future. The tense we use depends on the situation. Look at the following summary of some of the different forms used to talk about the future.
PLANS/INTENTIONS
She's going to have a party at the weekend.
(going to + verb)
ARRANGEMENTS
I'm meeting John at 8.30 outside the cinema,
(present continuous)
TIMETABLES/PROGRAMMES        The train leaves at 9.45am.
(present simple)
PREDICTION
Unemployment will increase next month.
(future simple)
QUICK DECISIONS
I'll have soup please.
(future simple)
PROMISES/OFFERS
Yes, of course I'll pay you back tomorrow.
(future simple)
SUGGESTIONS
Shall we go to the cinema?
(future simple)
Exercise A
1 Complete the following dialogues with a suitable form of the verb given on the right. Say which type of future it is.
2 'Yes, madam?' 'I .......................... the blue sweater please.' 
(have)

3 
'What about going out this evening?'  'No, I ........................ my hair.' 
(wash)
4 These cakes are really good, aren't they?' '................. you ................. another one?'  
(have)

5 'You lost the address last time.' Well I ................. it this time.' 
(not lose)
6 I'll miss you while you're away.' I ................. to you every day.' 
(write)
7 'Why are you hurrying?' 'My favourite programme ................. in half an hour.' 
(start)
8 'Let's go away for the weekend.' 'But your mother ................. on Saturday!' 
(come)

9 'It's Tom's birthday tomorrow.' ' ................. I ................. him a cake?' 
(make)
10 'We've got no money.' 'What time ................. the bank .................?' 

(open)
10 a)   ' ................. we  ................. to the building society and ask about a mortgage?' 
(go)
b)   'I don't know. Do you think the interest rates ................. again?'
(go up)
Exercise B
Decide which of the following sentences have the correct uses of the future tense, and correct those which are incorrect. Put a tick (() if you think it is correct.
1 Example: When is the film ending?                                            ......... [image: image1.png]


.........
2 I think she is marrying him in the end.
...........................................................
3 The train is going to arrive at 9.30pm.
...........................................................
4 No, I'm not going to forget to post the letter.
...........................................................
5 What time does the concert start?
...........................................................
6 Have you forgotten you have lunch with Mr Hill at 12.30pm? ........................................................
7 I don't think it will rain tomorrow.                                        ........................................................... 

8 By the time we get there, there won't be anything left.          ...........................................................
9 I'm having a cup of tea, please.                                               ...........................................................
10 Where will you have your hair cut?                                       ...........................................................
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